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Natural Resources Conservation Service
540 West Price River Drive
Price, UT 84501
(435) 637-0041
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April 25, 2005

Mr. Henry Maddux

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

2369 West Orton Circle, Suite 50

West Valley City, UT 84119-7679

RE: Coal Creek Parkway Improvement

Dear Mr. Maddux:

This is a formal request for information regarding sensitive species, as well as any designated

sensitive or critical habitat areas, within or near the Coal Creek Flood Control and Parkway

Improvement Project, which occurs in Iron County (see enclosed figure).

Coal Creek flows from Cedar Canyon, located southeast of and adjacent to the town of Cedar

City, Utah. It is a desert stream characterized by annual perennial flow ranging from 5 to 10

cubic feet per second (cfs) and typical peak flow ranging from 100 to 140 cfs. However, as often

occurs in such flashy systems, heavy spring thunderstorms, often combined with snowmelt, can

result in extremely high flow. One recorded event resulted in a measured flow of 4,600 cfs.
These extreme flood events pose a hazard to both property and lives in Cedar City.

Cedar City proposes to modify portions of the channel’s cross-section to the northeast of Center

Street and stabilize eroded, vertical stream banks that occur southeast of Center Street to

accommodate these extreme events. Channel modifications would allow the FEMA 100-year

floodplain to be confined to the Coal Creek channel, thereby protecting surrounding residential

and business development. As part of the flood control measures anticipated for this project,

Cedar City proposes to modify or relocate the existing irrigation diversion structure just west of

the Main Street Bridge to alleviate sedimentation and channel capacity issues. Cedar City also

proposes to improve and expand an existing parkway and trail system along Coal Creek to

enhance aesthetic values and provide recreational opportunities for community residents and
visitors.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has received a Congressional earmark to

assist Cedar City in developing and implementing project alternatives. NRCS has contracted

with SWCA to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement for this project.
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April 25, 2005

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Thomas Sharp, SWCA,
at (801) 322-4307 or Karen Fullen, NRCS, at (801) 524-4566.

Sincerely,

KAREN L. FULLEN

Wildlife Biologist

Enclosure

cc

Sylvia Gillen, State Conservationist, NRCS, Salt Lake City, UT

Lisa Coverdale, Assistant State Conservationist – Programs, NRCS, Salt Lake City, UT

Vane Campbell, Assistant State Conservationist – Field Operations, NRCS, Richfield, UT

Lynn Kitchen, District Conservationist, NRCS, Beaver, UT

Thomas Sharp, SWCA, Salt Lake City, UT

USDA-NRCS:KFULLEN:dmc:04/25/05:524-4564 maddux042505.doc
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